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with their nature, their attitude must be set towards every
possibility and what is absolutely accidental; they must,
therefore, entirely forgo rational direction. Accordingly
I term them irrational functions, in contrast to thinking
and feeling, which reach perfection only when in complete
accord with the laws of reason.
Although the irrational, as such, can never become the
object of a science, nevertheless for a practical psychology
. it is of the greatest importance that the irrational factoi
should be correctly appraised. For practical psychology
stirs up many problems that altogether elude the rational
solution and can be settled only irrationally, t.e. they can
be 'solved only in a way that has no correspondence with
the laws of reason. An exclusive presu'mption or ex-
pectation that for every conflict there must also exist a
possibility of rational adjustment may well prove an in-
surmountable obstacle to a real solution of an irrational
character. (t>. Rational).
37. Libido: In my view, this concept is synonymous
with psycUc energy1. Psychic energy is the intensity of
the psychic process—its psychological value. By this I do
not mean to imply any imparted value, whether moral,
aesthetic, or intellectual; the psychological value is simply
conditioned byjts determining power, which is manifested
in definite psychic operations (* effects1). Neither do I
understand libido as a psychic force, a misunderstanding
that has led many critics astray. I do not hypostasize
. the concept of energy, but employ it as a concept denoting
intensity or value. The question as to whether or no a
specific psychic force exists has nothing to do with the
concept of libido.
Frequently I employ the expression libido promiscuously
i Jung, The Psychology of the  Unconscious, p. 127.    Idem,  The
Conception and the Genetic Theory of Libido, Pt, ii, ch. 2, p. 139.

